
DIRECTOR COMMENTS   

  What a month, weõve 

had since our last news-

letter.  Thereõs been 

something for everybody 

who wanted to ride and 

participate in the Chap-

terõs planned activities. 

To start with we rode to 

Randyõs Restaurant in 

Trenton, GA,and enjoyed 

not only a huge ham-

burger, but also the fun 

and companionship of all 

who rode with us.  

  Next we rode to Silver 

Point (the Rose Garden 

Restaurant) on a Saturday 

morning, then to JDõs 

Restaurant in Woodbury  

for dinner, and to the 

drive - in that evening.  

  On Sep 6 we rode to 

Mammoth Cave National 

Park, and took the New 

Entrance Tour, which took 

us down into the Frozen 

Niagara to observe the 

unique flowing rock forma-

tions. It was an enjoyable 

ride, interesting tour, a 

great meal with friends, 

and a nice ride back home.  

  The District Picnic was 

the next event at Cedars 

of Lebanon State Park.  

Our members won the 

Chapter Challenge, and we 

had four teams entered in 

the horse shoe tournament.  

There was more food than 

the law should allow, with 

one dish better than the 

last.  Thanks to Mike 

Burkitt for being the chef 

and doing a great job, and 

thanks to all who partici-

pated and represented the 

Chapter well.  

  The final major event of 

the month was the North 

Carolina District Rally 

òWings Over Smokiesó.  As 

usual the ride to and from 

the rally was enjoyable and 

the agenda was jam -

packed with things to do.  

We won five bike show 

awards, some updated  

their ERC and MFA re-

quirements, and most of us 

bought some additional 

òspeedó chrome, which was 

plentiful.  

  Thanks to Tony Boquet 

for conducting the Sep-

tember Gathering, allowing 

us to go play at the rally.  

  At this writing, we are 

preparing to depart for the 

Wings Across Tennessee 

ride to St Judeõs Childrenõs 

Research Hospital in Mem-

phis.  We will present the 

hospital with a check for 

$10,000 on behalf of the  

members of Chapter òYó.  

Thanks to all who contrib-

uted their efforts and 

hard work in raising this 

money for the kids at St 

Judeõs.   

  Our dinner/ice cream 

rides over the past month  

seated 142 members, and 

we provided 42 visitors to 

other chapters in the Dis-

trict, visiting Chapters Q, 

H, A, K, G - 2 and L.  Our  

participation in the NC 

Rally assisted the TN Dis-

trict in earning the award 

of Largest District in At-

tendance in Region N Out-

side of NC at the Rally.  

Donõt forget the Chapter 

Skills Training Course and 

Joint Chapter Ride to 

Sweetwater coming soon.     
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Fall Riding Season is Here 
 

Spring riding is great. You have been 

stuck in the house waiting on the 

weather to change. You have probably 

been cleaning your bike, going over it 

with a fine toothcomb to make sure you 

are ready for that first ride. It finally 

warms up and off you go. All the leaves 

are on the trees, starting to turn green and the air is fresh. There are things to 

watch out for. Piles of salt left by the trucks that melted the roads for us. 

Potholes that have developed over the winter in desperate need of repair.  

These are all things we need to watch out for. Now lets get into where we 

are now. Fall riding. The summer has been hot, lots of things that took our 

time, like mowing the grass, trimming hedges and general maintenance 

around the house. Days that you wanted to ride but just couldnôt handle the 

heat. Now the grass isnôt as demanding, the weather is cooling and itôs rid-

ing time again. You just canôt wait to see the fall colors. With the drought 

situation the way it has been this year I am afraid you may be disappointed. 

The colors this fall will probably not be as bright. When the leaves do fall it 

will probably be quick like right after a rain or some wind event. The 

weather can change quickly also. What started as a great day to ride may 

end cold and wet. Those leaves you wanted to see will be all over the road 

making riding hazardous to say the least. So the color report is not good, 

which may make riding hazardous. Iôm just full of good news. Well the truth 

is that I am. You see, when you ride with the group everyone watches out 

for each other. You have friends to help watch out for those leaves. If it gets 

cold suddenly then more than likely someone will have some extra clothing 

to help warm things up. Everyone will be watching for those hazards so that 

no one gets in a bind. Talk about colors, have you seen the bikes we have in 

our group, yellows, reds, burnt orange and even some colors that nature 

would have a hard time coming up with. You also get some great friends to 

share the ride with. What better way to finish the riding season than with 

bright colors, friends and some great trips? Come on out and join us this fall 

season to create some great memories to keep you going through the winter 

months. 

 

Lamar and Reneeô Thomas 

Assistant Chapter Directors 2 
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Educationó 
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Chapter Educators 

 

                                              COMMITMENT TO SAFETY 

 
With motorcycle registrations at record sales and many new riders taking to the roads, American 

Trucking Associations and Americaôs Road Team - - - the premier group of million mile, accident free 

truck drivers, sponsored by Volvo Trucks North America, know itôs a good time to educate motorcyclists 

about how to ride safely around large trucks. 

 

By learning about blind spots, stopping distances and other important truck specific safety tips, motor-

cyclist can improve their chances of being seen and reduce the number of highway deaths.  Because of 

their smaller size and ability to move quickly in and out of traffic, motorcycles create a special chal-

lenge for the professional truck driver.  By working together with motorcyclists and promoting aware-

ness we can make the road more enjoyable for all vehicles. 

 

Did you know that according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration that for the last 

seven years the number of motorcycle related deaths has continued to increase and that between 2003 

and 2004 that number rose by 7.9 percent.  In 2004 we lost over 4,00 motorcyclist in highway crashes.  

The need for education is clear and Americaôs Road Team hopes to fill that need. 

 

                            Guidelines for Motorcyclists Key Points 

 
Never cut in front of a truck.  A fully loaded truck can weigh up to 80,000 pounds and take the length 

of a football field to stop. 

 

Donôt linger alongside of a truck. 

 

There are large blind spots on all four sides of a truck.  Front, back, and both sides, with the largest 

blind spot on the right. 

 

Where possible, avoid passing of the right side. 

 

The right blind spot runs the length of the truck and extends out three lanes. 

 

Ride Smart          Ride Safe  

 

                                                           Tips 
 

At 65 miles per hour, youôre covering almost 100 feet per second.  Space is time, and time saves lives. 

 

                                                                                              (Continued next Page) 
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When riding behind a truck, maintain at lease a four second following distance.  Stay far 

enough back so that you can see the driver in the mirrors; or any debris that may be in the 

road.  Following too close obstructs your view of the road ahead and leave you no time to re-

act to emergencies. 

 

Look for the driver in the mirror before you begin to pass.  Then move quickly past the truck 

and only pull back in front once a safety cushion is established.  Make sure you see both of 

the truckôs headlights and some pavement before pulling back in front. 

 

When passing, never linger alongside a truck.  Due to the size and speed of todayôs bikes, itôs 

easy for riders to quickly move into blind spots and become invisible to the driver. 

 

When riding as a group in a stagger pattern, it is safest to pass the truck in single file.  Stay to 

the far side of the lane. 

 

Ride Safe 

Mac & Janice McGlothlin 

Chapter Educators 

 

(Extract of Letter from the American Trucking Association) 

                                                                  Mammoth Cave Ride 
 

Hello everybody, September 6th was our Mammoth Cave Ride to Park City, KY.  We left Sloanôs at 9:00 Saturday 

morning with eight bikes and thirteen chapter members, and two visitors.  To all of you who did not make the trip, 

you missed a very good time.  The weather turned out to be overcast, but no rain on our trip there, and very pretty 

on the way back.  On the way into the park we saw a few deer and wild turkeys.  We also spotted one beaver.  We 

could have reached out and touched the deer . . . they were so close.  Dennis blew his horn at them, but they only 

looked at him as if he were crazy.  We had a very nice lunch at the park restaurant.  Some of us checked out the gift 

shop and brought back a few items.  I added to my Christmas ornament collection and Ed added to his shot glass 

collection.  Helen bought a nice pair of earrings.   We then went on a two hour tour through the cave with a few 

low spots and some very tight 

spots for all of us small people.  

Only one rock was renamed, 

when Cathy hit her head on it 

and to our surprise, no one got 

stuck.  On the return trip we 

only had to make three u-turns to 

to keep from going the wrong 

way, and finally got back to the 

park sign for a group picture.  If 

you look real close, you can see 

Teresa on the back side of the 

picture.  We took I-65 South 

back home with one fuel stop 

and of course a Dairy Queen 

inspection before we went our 

separate ways. 

 

 

Teresa Hill 
Co-Rider   
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