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Holding on to Fall

What a fall we have had, rain, rain and more rain, we thought winter was coming\Warly.
thought with few exceptions, riding season was coming to an end and that was early
October. Then out of the blue, late October and all the way through the middle of Novembgr, the
weather seemed to be telling us to get out and ride, and ride wBelidral retreads rides, the
best weather for the Veterans Day Parade anyone can remember, and the trip to Pigeon
Forge. Talk about participation, the most bikes anyone can ever remember for the Vetera E Day
Parade.A sea of Purple supporting Mac and Janice as they were selected as Region N Cguple of
the Year, might | add a noisy sea of Purple! Congratulations Mac and J&heak you for
representing our Chapter and the District with such distincfldreir next stop is Des Moines,
lowa.Let 6s start making our plans now to sjupport
in the International Couple of the Year selection process at Wing Diggtruly appreciate the
participation of our Chapter in all of these evers.this year comes to a close and we get thpse
last rides of the year in lets be thinking about what we want to do nextQeafirst event for
2010 wi || be our New Years Day Ride, theln Di st
Fun Day is fast approaching and of course Spring Fling is just around the obdltradrthese
things are in the planning stagegd&h at better way to spend t| me th
events where you can ride? Plans are already under way for all of these events arficheore.
Retreads will stildl be meeting at Har ddfel6s on
t he weather doesnét | et them ride, they |wil!/ ¢
the spring. The Calendar is filling up quick with activities for everyone to participat& hrere is
still some room for your favorite activity.et the staff know if you have some place you really
would like to go, a favorite restaurant, a destination or an event in which you are interesteq in
attending. Remember, the more you participate, the more funwe allHdvel p Chaptffer AY
have fun by participating with us.

Max and Renee Thomas

Assistant Chapter Directors

2009 Couple of the Year
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GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION

OMacdé & Ja

Chapter Educators

RI DER ED 6GI! MME 560
Are Your Chapter Rides in a Group¢éOr

I'll bet you've seen plenty of both - the nice tight staggered formation of five or so Wings, each one a
second behind the offset bike moving as a unit - or, a string of seemingly unrelated motorcycles who all
coincidentally happen to be going in the same direction.

Before you decide one is correct and the other not, recognize that each style is a matter of choice. But
if your Chapter chooses to ride as a group, or a team, there are some things to keep in mind, things
that wil/l first, promote safety, second, enhang

The GWRRA Team Riding Manual is full of tips and tactics for successful team riding. Every Chapter
should have at least one copy. If not, see your Chapter Educator. Another excellent resource is the
Road Captain Course available through your Educator or as a download from the GWRRA Web site.

A point that each of these manuals make that is not always put into practice, is the role of the leader
and the tail gunner, or drag. In fact, the Team Riding Manual calls the lead bike, "Team Point" and the
last bike in line the "Team Captain."” As the titles suggest, the rider up front is not the leader (read - not
in charge of the group). The lead bike and the drag bike share leadership responsibilities equally. They
are both responsible for the safety of the group, and each has specific responsibilities relative to their
positions in the group. Read the manual for the details.

The first question every Chapter must ask is, "which way do we want to ride?" Exerting influence on
members to ride as a team, or a group, or a gaggle, if they would rather make another choice, does not
make for a happy riding experience. Some Chapters divide their flights by style of riding. Those deci-
sions are best made among Chapter members.

If the decision is to ride as a team, then every member of the team has a job. That job is consideration
for the group as a whole. But safety is always first. Remember to "ride your own ride." If your style
does not match that of the group, simply notify the tail bike that you are dropping behind, and follow the
group at your own pace.

Consideration for the group as a whole begins before we mount the bikes. Some simple decisions like,
comfortable speeds, road conditions, pit stops, photo ops, etc. begin in the parking lot before the ride.
The job of the lead or Team Point in this discussion is to LISTEN. There may be one or two vocal mem-
bers of a group who try to make decisions for the rest. Listen to all group members. Read body lan-
guage and facial expressions to be sure the group is in agreement.

Once you're on the road, use all of the tools available to you like CB's, hand signals, your own mental
alertness, spacing between groups, bike-to-bike spacing, and proper placement of Trikes, bikes with
trailers or with no CB radio. (Continued Next Page)
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(Continuation of Riders Education)

Question for tail gunners -- In the manuals, the illustration of riders coming to a stop at a traffic light or
stop sign shows the tail gunner (Team Captain) in the left track, right up against the bike in front. Sugges-
tion: why not hang back a bit and move to the center of the lane to create space between the group and
the traffic to the rear? That way you will have protected the group from being rear-ended while giving
yourself room to maneuver just in case. When you are sure the traffic to the rear is stopping, gently move
to the left, returning to the original formation.

The role of the Team Point and Team Captain is critical. But there is another rider who is critical to the
integrity of the group. That is the number two bike.

Reason # 1. Visibility.

The Team Point has the basic responsibility for speed, direction, etc. As a result, he/she is often
scanning for landmarks, road signs, turn-offs, etc. The second bike in line in the right track has the best
forward visibility and can spot potential problems early. A second set of eyes never hurts.

Reason # 2. The worm.

How many times have you been stuck in traffic on a wide-open interstate for no apparent reason? It's
what traffic engineers call "the worm." It's just a function of the dynamics of traffic flow. Even in a group of
five bikes, we can experience the worm. If the number two rider daydreams for a second or two (never
happens, right?), falls behind the point rider and accelerates to catch up, he/she creates the worm. Now
the other bikes in the group must do the same, and pretty soon we have a gaggle, not a group.

The Team Point can create similar difficulties by accelerating too quickly after a stop, or on to a controlled
access highway, or even just allowing his/her speed to increase too much going down the back side of a
long hill if the remaining riders have not yet reached the crest.

Successful group riding takes special skill and lots of practice. Chapters that do it well are impressive as
they maneuver smoothly through traffic or on the open road. And cool as they may look, they are also
taking maximum advantage of the safety issues afforded to an alert team.

Bob Berry

Director- Rider Courses
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Hell o, Chapter fAYO0O and friends. We woul
us during our presentation at the Regio
great deal to us to have al/l of our Cha

activities with the Chapter. Thank you very much.

Mac & Janice McGlothlin
Region N Couple of the Year

means a lot to us. We also had a great time in Pigeon Forge doing other things and enjoyi
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Chapter Staff
Members

Treasurer
Betty Knutson
(615) 6912381

Member Enhancement
Mary Ann Grazier
(615) 4594499

Webmaster
Tim Malone
(615) 8480826

Ride Coordinators
Jeff & Teresa Hill
(615) 4945315

Trainers
Jim & Brenda Sterling
(615) 3551761

Historian
Betsy Malone
(615) 8480826

Dinner Ride Coordinators
Arnold & Colleen Edgell
(615) 8673126

50/25/25 Coordinators
John Caccavale
(931) 7616171
Glenn Kilgore
(615) 896216€

Store Keeper
&

Sunshine_Activities
Robby & Lynda Roberts
(615) 8980271

Newsletter Editor
Debbie Kilgore
(615) 8902166

GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS
ASSOCIATION NATIONAL
HEADQUARTERS

NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Melissa Eason

21423 North 11th Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona 85027

Hours: Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (CST)

(800) 8439460
http://www.gwrra.org

REGION N WEB SITE
http://www.regionn.org

REGI ON AN
STAFFE

DIRECTORS
Frank & Kathy Albert

RIDER EDUCATION
COORDINATORS
Gene & Betty Knutson

LEADERSHIP TRAINING
COORDINATORS
Pam & Tommy Meador

MEMBERSHIP
ENHANCEMENT
COORDINATORS

(Pending)

REGION COUPLE OF
THE YEAR
Mac & Janice McGlothlin

TENNESSEE DISTRICT WEB SITE
http://www.tngwrra.org

TENNESSEE DISTRICT
STAFE

DIRECTORS
Ken & Julia Zahn
(865) 7747740
ken.zahn@smokymtnit.com

MIDDLE TENNESSEE
ASSISTANT DIRECTORS
Mike & Debbie Maynor
(615) 4441453
madcowmaynor@charter.net

TREASURERS
Jeff & Cherri Liner
(423) 3365835
jeffcherri@charter.net

RIDER EDUCATION
COORDINATOR
Norm Sorrell
(865) 5223113
normsorrell@comcast.net

LEADERSHIP TRAINING
COORDINATOR
Tony Boquet
(615) 5998266
trikers2@comcast.net

MEMBERSHIP
ENHANCEMENT
COORDINATORS
Ranny & Jenice Saint

(423) 5598636
rcstopgun@aol.com

TENNESSEE WING NEWS
EDITOR
Toni Ann Boquet
(615) 5998266
ladysaint@comcast.net

2009 TENNESSEE DISTRICT
COUPLE OF THE YEAR
Ranny & Jenice Saint
(423) 5598636
rcstopgun@aol.com

Ride Safel




