
DIRECTOR COMMENTS   

 As we prepare for the 

last Chapter Gathering of 

2008, we pause to look 

back over the past eleven 

months and wonder where 

the time has gone.  Itõs 

true, time flies when 

youõre havinõ fun.  We 

must have had a real ball, 

because this has been a 

fast and furious year.  

Weõll not recap the year, 

because Lamar and Reneeõ 

have done so in the fol-

lowing pages.  As the Di-

rectors weõve set out to 

offer the type of program 

that has something for 

each of our members.  

Our Chapter roster today 

is 111 members strong, 

with as many personalities 

and a number of varied 

interests.  Itõs refreshing 

to see the recent influx 

of new/active members, 

and to see our experi-

enced membership remain-

ing active.  Itõs all about 

the RIDE!  

   Our October Gathering 

hosted 42 members and 35 

guests.  The keynote of 

last months Gathering was 

the award and recognition 

of 17 of our members in 

the Riders Education Levels 

Program.  The Chapterõs 

commitment to riding safe 

and properly educating our 

members is evident.  In 

fact, over the past month 

Iõve received comments 

from outside of the Chap-

ter on how well we ride as 

a team.   

   The month has been full 

of activities and òYó has 

been there in numbers, as 

usual.  Our dinner and DQ 

runs have seated 159 

members and our visits to 

other Chapters (G, Z, H, 

Q & A) has numbered 36,  

Activities have included a 

Chapter Color Ride, The 

Joint Chapter Color Ride to 

Sweetwater, and support 

of the Clarksville Veteranõs 

Day Parade with Chapter 

Q.  Six of our members 

completed the Chapter 

Leadership Skills Training 

Program, and we  have one 
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additional LTD Instructor 
in the Chapter.  Although 
2008 is quickly coming to a 
close, we still have a num-
ber of activities in the 
making,  such as Thursday 
Night Dinner Rides, a De-
cember Staff Meeting, the 
Chapter Christmas Party, 
the District Operations 
Meeting, and weõre already 
making plans for activities  
in 2009.   
   A few minor staff 
changes have occurred and 
Iõd like to welcome Betty 
Knutson to the Treasurer  
Staff position, and Jeff 
Hill to working with our 
Ride Planning and Coordina-
tion function.   
    During the cool weather 
months weõll be doing our 
best to identify and give 
everyone who needs to up-
date their ERC/MFA or 
initially qualify for levels 
II and III, an opportunity 
to complete this valuable 
riders education.  Mac will 
be identifying our needs in 
this area.   
   Upcoming events are a 
Chapter Training Day,  
Cupidõs Mardi Gras Ball, 
Horizonõs Training Program 
Chapter Fun Day, and the 
TN Spring Fling Rally.    



 

  

ñAs our Season Comes to a Closeò 
  

Where do we begin to cover what a great year the Chapter has enjoyed.  Weôve all worked hard, expanded 

our minds in training classes, traveled many miles, extended helping hands to fellow members and suffered 

three very hurtful loses. 

  

The First Quarter of the Year:  We started the New Year out with a new staff that was eager and ready to 

get the motors purring and the wheels turning.  Many visits were made to sister chapters.  Dinner Rides 

were in full force and everyone was eating well.  In January, several members traveled to East Tennessee 

to Chapter G-2ôs Spaghetti Dinner and Chapter Bôs Chili Cook Off.  The planning began for our ñFun 

Dayò.  In February, we traveled to Paris Landing State Park for Cupidôs Capers and again Chapter ñYò 

won the largest Chapter in attendance by pre-registration.    Unfortunately, we lost our own Jerry Nor-

ville.  In March, several members traveled to Chapter V in Chattanooga, attended the Florida District 

Rally, made several sister Chapter visits and YES we had a ñFun Dayò trial run.  WOW, what a first quar-

ter of the year. 

  

The Second Quarter of the Year:  We all put on several miles during the second quarter of the year.  We 

got to start riding to dinner rides again.  We started the quarter off in full swing.  In April, Reneeô got her 

license, we had the real ñFUN DAYò and several members attended ñSpring Flingò.  Talk about Spring 

FlingéI think that the awards announcers thought their records were stucké..they kept saying, the win-

ner is ñTN-Chapter Yò.  If I tried to name everything we won, I would leave something out, so I just wonôt 

go there.  I would like to mention one memorable moment from Spring Fling though and that is ñMoped-

EDò.  How cute it was. In May, we rode to several sister events including Chapter Aôs ñA May Thingò, 

Chapter Côs ñSteak Outò and Chapter Dôs ñMix and Mingleò.  A small group attended the Region N ñA 

County Fairò Rally.  Again, Chapter Y prevailed.  We brought home a bunch of ñwoodò from there also.  

Sandy Dallas got her new Red Scooter.  In June, Chapter Y was represented by itôs membership at Char-

ter Rôs ñFun Dayò and Chapter Sôs ñBike Show and Fun Dayò where several pieces of ñwoodò were won 

by Chapter Y members in the ñBike Showò.  A small group traveled to the Georgia Rally and again 

brought back several pieces of ñwoodò.  Chapter Y was also represented at the West Virginia Rally.  Un-

fortunately, we also lost our own Mr. Ed Corley. 

  

The Third Quarter of the Year:  I think at this point most of us just kept our luggage packed.  We had all 

been on the road and having FUN but we knew of all the roads trips still to comeé..why not just ñkeep the 

PURPLE clothes packed?ò  July started off with a BANG!!!  We had several members who traveled to 

South Carolina to ñWing Dingò.  I think everyone had a great time and most certainly enjoyed seeing our 

own, Ed and Mary Ann Grazier, compete for International Couple of the Year.  WOW, what an accom-

plishment.  Several of our members also visited with Chapter Q for their annual ñPanty Runò.  Cathy 

Land got a Black Pacific Coast.   In August, several of our members attended the Kentucky ñBlue Grass 

Blast.ò  Again, there was some ñwoodò that came back to the óboro.  September was a very busy month for 

the chapter.  I think we literally kept the trailers hooked up, luggage packed and loaded and bikes fueled 

the whole month.  I think Chapter Y was represented at some event every weekend.  Several members at-

tended the District Picnic in Lebanon, then a large group from ñYò headed over the mountains to North 

Carolina to attend their Rally, ñWings Over the Smokies.ò  Again, Chapter ñYò brought back several 

pieces of ñwoodò from the Bike Show, Light Show and other events. Unfortunately, Libbi Rucker-Reed 

totaled her Wing on this trip but the main thing is, she was OK.  I see a RED TRIKE in her future.   The 

next weekend another group headed off to Memphis to ñWings Across Tennessee,ò to deliver the money 

that YOU the membership worked so hard for.  You helped put on the ñFun Dayò and graciously gave out 

of your pocket throughout the year.  THANK YOU!!!!!!!  The Chapter Y Newsletter also ñWONò Region 

N Newsletter of the Quarter and Tennessee District Newsletter of the Quarter.  

 

Fourth Quarter of the Year:  In October, the Virginia District Rally was held and some of our members 

attended the Mississippi District Rally.  Chapter Y also attended in a BIG way, the ñSweetwater Color 

Ride.ò  Even though it was WET going on Friday, it turned out to be a beautiful weekend to ride.  Oh 

yeah, are you surprised?????  Chapter Y was the largest chapter in attendance.   Several members also 

made another trip to North Carolina to be with the family of our own, Macie Vance, who we unfortunately  

lost this year.  November started out a very busy month.  We had a group on the road to Sweetwater for 

Leadership Training Skills and another ñLARGEò group     (CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE)  
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that assisted Jimmy and Millie Porter in their move from Wartrace to Murfreesboro.  We have a large 

group headed to Clarksville to the ñVeterans Day Paradeò to help out Chapter Q and also show their ap-

preciation to all our Veterans. 

  

As we write this, we have just completed the first weekend of November.  WOW, you would think with the 

cold weather things would be slowing down.  Not a chance for Chapter Y.  We always manage to find a 

way to spend time with our extended families.  Reneeô says that Chapter Y members remind her of the 

ñenergizer bunnyòé..they just keep going and going and going. 
 

Although we had been on the road, our dinner rides have continued to be alive and well.  Our dinner ride 

coordinators and members have found us some new places to eat with GREAT food.  We have found some 

keepers and some that, oh well, we still had fun.  This is an event that we look forward to each week.  

Reneeô makes her grocery list for the week and says, ñNo Max, I donôt need anything for Thursdayé.we 

are going on the Dinner Ride.ò  I think if the Dinner Ride were in Alaska she would plan to go.  She says, 

thatôs not her night off, itôs the stoveôs night off. 

  

We have MANY new members and we are so PROUD of them all.  

Reneeô and I would like to take this opportunity to WELCOME 

you with open arms to Chapter Y.  All we can say is:  If you donôt 

have FUN, then itôs because you didnôt want to.  We are one BIG 

extended family that likes to ride, eat, inspect Dairy Queens, help 

our fellow members when in need, eat again, visit Dairy Queens 

again and most of all: 

  

RIDE SAFE and HAVE FUNé..We Love You All!!!!! 

  

                 Max (Lamar) and Reneeô Thomas 

                     Assistant Chapter Directors 
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New SIG in Chapter Y ï Weekday Warriors 

 
SIG is an acronym used in GWRRA which stands for Special Interest Group. At the 

monthly staff meeting Charles Dallas was asking if anyone was interested in riding on 

Tuesday (the following day). No one at the staff meeting was available however it did 

start everyone thinking that as large as our chapter is, and as many ñretiredò folks as we 

have, not to mention some that work weekend schedules that the Chapter should put 

something together for folks that can ride during the week. There are even some of us 

that might take off work to go on a good ride. It was suggested that a SIG be formed 

within the chapter that could meet the needs of those that want to ride during the week. 

Charles Dallas agreed to coordinate the efforts to get a weekday group ride for those that 

would be available. With the winter months upon us there will not be many days left for 

riding, but plenty of time for planning some of these weekday trips. That sounds like a 

lunch meeting somewhere. Charles would like to get a list of those that would be inter-

ested in weekday rides so that he can coordinate with their schedules and start some 

planning. This would be the core group. Charles plans on notifying everyone of their ac-

tivities, so that anyone that wants to play hooky from work can join in the fun. Please 

call or e-mail Charles Dallas if you can be part of the Core Group of 

 Weekday Warriors. Charles can be contacted at 615-898-7562 or e-mail 

 dcsdallas@bellsouth.net.  

mailto:dcsdallas@bellsouth.net


 
Training can be all about Friendship for Fun, Knowledge and  Safety  

 
     What a busy month for Chapter ñYò but it was filled with fun, knowledge and 
safety.  We participated in so many things this month Ed will do a great job  
outlining them all for us.  The area I want to focus on personally is the  
Leadership Training Division meeting that we went to this month.  Ed and Mary 
Ann, Gene and Betty Knutson, and Toni Ann and I had the pleasure of  
participating in the knowledge filled one day long class.  For those that may not 
be aware of what this Leadership Training is all about let me share a little of 
what I know about it myself.  The GWRRA Leadership Training Division (LTD) 
series of programs include; Horizons, Chapter Leadership Skills, Intermediate 
Leadership Training and Advanced Leadership Training.  This weekôs class was 
the Chapter Leadership Skills class.  The focal points of this class was Leader-
ship, Chapter Structure & Organization, Chapter Finance, Newsletters, Delega-
tion, Staffing and Appointments, Youôre an Officer-Now What?, and Interviewing 
Techniques.  Members can learn many things from these key topics including 
not just the structure of the Chapter but also GWRRAôs structure & organiza-
tion, as well as the art of delegation and communication!  This series is very 
helpful to every member in understanding how chapters work and will improve 
your participation experiences in our Chapter!  They cover it all in sufficient  
detail with time for questions and answers but most importantly it is done in a 
fun and enjoyable manner too.   The cool part of all of this is that you do not 
need to be in a leadership role on staff to take advantage of this training.  Every 
member is a leader in the Chapter because we exist for the benefit of one  
another.  Sure your Chapter ñYò staff is here to serve each and every member 
and everything covered applies to us on a more direct level.  However, it was 
explained so well in class I hope I can do it justice.  You see, when new  
members come in the Chapter they look to all of the existing members for  
guidance and assistance and to make them feel welcome to our family.  We all 
give this guidance and assistance and try to make our new friends comfortable 
to the best of our abilities because we have all been a new member at one time 
and needed that caring support ourselves.  If we all have received the same 
training, what a wealth of knowledge we can all be to one another.  Toni Ann 
and I wish we had taken this training when we were new to the GWRRA family 
instead of waiting 5 plus years to do so.  In addition to the knowledge you learn 
at these events you have a chance to have a good time with old friends and 
make a number of new friends from all over  
Tennessee.  Our own Ed Grazier even helped out 
as a presenter of one of the key areas of the  
training, Newletters.  
     The next class will be the Horizonôs class 
scheduled for February 28 through March 1

st
 in 

Lebanon.  Donôt miss it!! 
 
Continued Growth & Success!  

Tony and Toni Ann Boquet 
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