
òDIRECTOR COMMENTSó  

What a great month of 

accomplishments for 

Chapter óYó...thanks to 

the contributions of our 

active membership.  

  Our Fun Day for St. 

Judeõs Childrenõs Re-

search Hospital, can 

only be described as a 

huge success.   Every-

thing went very smoothly 

and everyone pitched - in 

to make it a successful 

and òFUNó fund raising 

event. We overheard 

many positive comments 

from our visitors about 

the event and how we 

took care of them.  116 

folks attended our Fun 

Day.  

  Then came Spring Fling 

and again in Chapter òYó 

fashion, yaõll done good. 

My initial  E - Mail, after 

we returned listed the 

many accomplishments of 

the Chapter, so I wonõt 

go into them here.  But, 

we won them very simply  

because we participated 

in the planned activities 

that were offered.  

  The Region N Rally is 

the 29 -  30 May, at 

Kingsport, TN.  The 

Meadowview Marriott 

has gone out of itõs way 

to provide us a great 

indoor facility for this 

yearõs rally. In addition 

to the regular rally ac-

tivities, you can ride the 

Bristol Speedway on 

your motorcycle that 

Saturday for a $10 do-

nation to St. Judeõs.  

Itõs not too late to reg-

ister for the event.  

 The Next òBig Thingó is 

Wing Ding 30, to be 

conducted in Greenville, 

SC, 2 -  6 July.  Those 

who are attending need 

to complete their  reg-

istration, and get your 

lodging accommodations 

made...the hotels are 

filling up fast.  

  Weõve visited Chapters 

A & D this month, log-

ging 22 Visits since our 

last newsletter.  Our 

Chapter Dinner and 

Luncheon Rides have 

seated 101 members.  

These numbers are down 

somewhat, however the 

preparation for our Fun 

Day and Spring Fling, 

and then attendance of 

these functions, has de-

tracted from these ac-

tivities.   

Weõre in possession of 

the Middle Tennessee 

Traveling Plaque, and 

will offer it for capture 

by another Chapter at 

our May Monthly Gath-

ering.  After our gath-

ering, the Chapter will 

ride to Chapter òDós Fun 

Day in Hendersonville.  
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keep these things in mind 

when you are getting ready to 

ride. Thatõs all Iõll say on 

that.  

Have you seen the calendar 

that Ed has put together for 

us? With all the upcoming 

rides and events already 

scheduled it looks like a full 

summer. With several more 

events to be added everyone 

should be able to get all their 

Christmas shopping done. (If 

you have been reading the 

newsletter you will understand 

that comment.) I donõt see an 

empty Saturday until Decem-

ber. Now there may not be a 

planned ride every Saturday, 

but there is at least a Chap-

ter meeting somewhere every 

Saturday. Almost every Sat-

urday there is a meeting 

somewhere and someone in our 

Chapter is at least thinking 

about going. If you have not 

heard that a group is getting 

together to go visiting then 

just put the word out yourself 

that you plan on going and 

when and where you want to 

depart from. Not everyone 

can make every meeting. Your 

staff tries to put the word 

out when some of us are plan-

ning on making the trip to an-

other Chapters meeting. 

Sometimes that word comes 

late due to not being sure 
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òLAMARõS COMMENTSó   

April Showers bring  

May Allergies  
 

I know that I am not suffer-

ing alone. I have had the sore 

throat, nasal congestion, wa-

tery eyes, sniffing, coughing 

and sneezing. Yes it is all al-

lergies. No fever or any other 

signs that I might have a 

summer cold. It is a normal 

spring ailment for me. I used 

to take all kinds of sinus 

medicine, but age and blood 

pressure have ended all that. 

So all the signs indicate that 

riding season is upon us. So 

those that have these signs 

may be tempted to take an 

allergy pill before going rid-

ing. Please be careful taking 

any new medicine before rid-

ing. Even over the counter 

medicines can effect everyone 

differently. The last thing 

you want is to get drowsy or 

have slowed judgment while 

riding. And donõt forget things 

like putting sunscreen on. Un-

der your helmet, especially 

full - faced helmets, the fumes 

from sunscreen, vapor rubs 

and even cologne can cause 

your eyes to burn and water. 

For those that sweat, sun-

screen getting in your eyes 

really burns bad. That is 

straight from the òbeen 

there, done tható manual. So 

about other obligations. But 

just because staff is not 

able to go does not mean 

you canõt go. We hate to 

see anyone ride by them-

selves, so put the word out 

that you are planning on go-

ing and you will probably get 

some takers to go with you. 

Visitation in Middle Tennes-

see is alive and well. You will 

get to see lots of people you 

know, and maybe some that 

you donõt know yet. You can 

hear what the other Chap-

ters are planning, try your 

luck at 50/50, eat a good 

meal; laugh, talk and have a 

nice ride in the process. And 

that is just on Saturdayõs. 

Some of the Chapters meet 

during the week and one 

even on Sunday. Every 

Thursday is our dinner ride. 

Boy is your week planned or 

what. Join in on all the fun 

and participate with GWRRA 

and Chapter Y as often as 

you can.  
 

Max & Reneeõ Thomas 
Assistant Chapter Directors  
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Each reacted differently.  
  
The carrot went in strong, hard, and unrelenting. 
However, after being subjected to the boiling water, 
it  softened and became weak.   
The egg had been fragile. Its thin outer shell 
had protected its liquid interior, but after sitting 
through the boiling water, its  inside became hard-
ened.   
The ground coffee beans were unique, however. After 
they  were in the boiling water, they had changed the 
water.  
ñWhich are you?ò, she asked her daughter.  
When adversity knocks on your door, how do you 
respond?   
Are you a  carrot, an egg or a coffee  bean?   
Think of this: Which am I?   
Am I the carrot that seems strong, but with pain  and 
adversity, do I wilt and become soft and lose my 
strength?   
Am I the egg that starts  with a malleable heart, but 
changes with the heat?  
Did I have a fluid spirit,  but after a death, a breakup, a 
financial hardship or some other trial, have I  become 
hardened and stiff?  
Does my shell look the same, but on the inside am I 
bitter and tough with a stiff spirit and hardened 
heart?   
Or am I like the coffee  bean?  
The bean actually changes the hot water, the 
very  circumstance that brings the pain.  
When the water gets hot,  it releases the fragrance 
and flavor.   
If you  are like the bean, when things are at their 
worst, you get better and change the  situation around 
you.  
When the hour is the darkest and trials are 
their  greatest, do you elevate yourself to another 
level?   
How do you handle adversity?  
Are you a carrot, an 
egg or a coffee 
bean?  
(Author Unknown)  
 
Iôm So EXCITED!! 
Tony and Toni Ann  

Assistant Chapter 

Directors  
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May 2008 Motherôs Day tribute 

 
My own mother was taken by cancer at the young 
age of 57.  She would have been a great member of 
Chapter Y.  I wish you could have all got to know 
this beautiful woman.  She liked to have fun, she 
liked to learn, she was very energetic and most im-
portantly she liked to hug.  She would have been 
first in line to help raise money for St. Jude be-
cause children meant so much to her and so did St. 
Jude.  As I reflected on our Fun Day, I couldnôt help 
but think of my Mom with Motherôs Day shortly af-
ter the event.  I will leave you to consider you own 
mom and this great wisdom born of a motherôs 
love.  Thank you all for making our Fun Day a great 
success.  Happy Motherôs Day to all our Chapter Y 
moms!  
    

A Motherôs Lesson 
A young woman went to her mother and told her 
about her life and how things  were so hard for her. 
She did not know how she was going to make it 
and wanted  to give up. She was tired of fight-
ing  and struggling. It seemed as one problem was 
solved, a new one arose.   
Her mother took her to the kitchen. She filled three 
pots with water placed  each on a high fire. Soon 
the pots came to boil. In the first she placed car-
rots, in the second she placed eggs, and in the 
last  she placed ground coffee beans. She let them 
sit and boil, without saying a word.   
In about twenty minutes she turned  off the burners. 
She fished the carrots out and placed them in a 
bowl. She  pulled the eggs out and placed them in a 
bowl. Then she ladled the coffee out  and placed it 
in a bowl.   
Turning to her daughter, she asked, ñTell me, what 
you  see?ò 
"Carrots,  eggs, and coffee," she replied.  
Her mother brought her closer and asked her 
to  feel the carrots.  
She did and noted that they were soft.  
The mother then asked  the daughter to take an egg 
and break it.  
After pulling off the shell, she  observed the hard 
boiled egg.  
Finally, the mother asked the daughter to sip 
the coffee.  
The daughter smiled as she tasted its rich aroma. 
The daughter then asked, "What does this all 
mean,  mom?"   
 Her mother explained that each of these objects 
had faced the same adversity... boiling water.   3 



òRiders 

Educationó 

John òMacó & Janice McGlothlin 

Chapter Educators 

As you all know our bike is in the shop.  We all know how important it is to ride safely.  As we follow some 

members to sister chapter meetings and fun days in a car, we have a better view of the chapter ride as a group.  We 

have some members who might not know where to ride.  So, here is the suggested arrangement of motorcycles for 

group riding. The lead bike is in front of the group and will ride in the left track when in a staggered formation. A 

new rider or one with less experience or less confidence should be in second place or fourth or another even num-

bered position so they are riding in the right track.  This will allow the lead and drag bike to better monitor this 

riderôs progress. In case of an emergency (accident or breakdown) the drag bike should stop at the scene, while the 

rest of the group proceeds to a safe location off of the roadway. The lead bike and drag bike need to have working 

CB radios at all times.  All riders have the right to talk on the CB radio but should keep it short in case the lead or 

drag bike riders have something to say about the ride. Or they might need to inform everyone of something in the 

road or another possible hazard like a car trying to pass the group.  Try to stay in your track as you ride. I noticed 

some riders cross over the center line and back into their track.  This is not safe at all.  Try to line up in the right 

track if you do not feel safe riding in the left track close to the center line. We were able to notice this happening 

from our view in the van.   

 

Thank you, 

Your Friends Mac and Janice 

The 3rd annual Biker Sunday at Fernvale Community Church appeared to be a big success. It was an event that 
brought out a lot of bikes, mostly Goldwings and almost all of the Middle Tennessee Chapters were represented. Most 
all of the Chapters were wearing their colors which as you know really stand out with the purples and golds and blues, 
etc. John and Diana, Scott and Jenny, Jackie, Steve and Donna, Randy and Delores, Mike and Cindy, Renee and I all 
met up at Sloans for the ride over. It was a brisk morning for a ride but the service was well worth it. Libby, Bob and 
Mary Anne showed up a little later but made it in plenty of time for the service. Even though the Sound system and the 
computer had problems the service went on. Our very own Mike Burkett sang a wonderful solo. The meal afterwards 
left no one hungry and the deserts topped off a great meal. Most of us had to get back due to other obligations how-
ever some took a longer route back since they were not pressed f or time. And no, we were not able to get away with-
out Diana hitting us up for the Quarters. Today was a great day for riding, if you were not able to go with us we missed 
you, but hope you were able to get out and get in some riding yourself. 
  
Max and Renee Thomas 
Assistant Chapter Directors 
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