
this Saturdayõs Gathering, so 

donõt forget to pick up your 

copy.  Thereõs still room for 

more activities, so if you 

wish to have anything added, 

please see Ed, Max, Mary 

Ann or Reneeõ for possible 

inclusion in the calendar. A 

number of activities are 

planned, so come on along 

and join in the fun.  We 

have a couple of new Rider 

Education activities planned, 

to aid our members riding 

skills and confidence, read 

about them on page 8.      

    Things are in full swing, 

with Spring Fling now behind 

us and  an extremely active 

summer planned for the Chap-

ter.  A good time was had by 

all who attended Spring Fling, 

and in typical Chapter òYó 

Fashion, we supported and 

participated in the many ac-

tivities and events that were 

offered.  A big thanks to all 

who assisted  in fulfilling the 

Chapterõs assignment of selling 

50/25/25.  Our participation 

was evident, based on the  

recognitions which are listed 

on page 11 of this newsletter.  

The fellowship enjoyed on the 

rides to and from Pigeon 

Forge, and the three evening 

events is to say the least 

òPRICELESSó. 

     Looking ahead, we have a 

busy weekend coming up, with 

the dinner ride on Thursday, 

Motorist Awareness Booth on 

Friday, Monthly Gathering 

with a lunch ride on Saturday, 

and the òRide for Kidsó (RAIN 

or SHINE) on Sunday.  There 

is something here, for every 

one.  

     The remainder of the 

year has been tentatively 

planned out, and copies of the 

schedule will be distributed at 
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2008 Tennessee District Chapter of the  Year  

Chapter òYó members proudly display the award for 2008 

 Tennessee District Chapter of the Year. The selection and  

 recognition was announced in early March, and formally  

presented during Closing Ceremonies at Spring Fling.  
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Assistant  

Chapter Directors  

And 2009 C
hapter òYó

  

Couple of the Year  

Rain, Rain, Go Away 
 

Riding season is here, or maybe rainy season is here. It seems that even though we have been 

getting a lot of rain, we have still been able to get some good rides in. Maybe not as many as 

we would like to have gotten but the rain has let up just in time to do some Thursday night 

dinner rides, or a Chapter visit. If you were not able to make some of these rides or were a 

little fearful of the weather you missed out. Hopefully the rainy season is going to slow down 

to normal in the near future and we will be able to get more of you out and riding with us. 

The Retreads have been having some great rides with full cooperation from Mother Nature. 

It may have started out looking bad, but no one has gotten wet yet. We are trying to talk Ed 

into getting someone to teach a class on ñRiding Between The Raindropsò. If he can find 

someone to teach that class we  guarantee a full house. 

 

We have several candidates for Chester this time. Make sure you donôt miss the Gathering. 

You will want to hear some of the nominations for Chester. Who wore his wifeôs Chapter 

shirt with her name on it to Spring Fling? Who couldnôt find his keys and had people  

crawling on the ground under bikes looking for them only to find they were in his pocket the 

entire time?  Who lost his Headset cord and was recognized for it at Spring Fling. Chester 

has really been having some great adventures. He was even enrolled in school. If you have 

other nominations for Chester have them ready for our Gathering. We still have a couple of 

opportunities before our Gathering for people to get nominated. It doesnôt take a rocket 

scientist to get nominated.  

 

The calendar of events for the rest of the year is full of opportunities to ride and get together 

with your chapter family. Several rallies, some day trips, some overnight trips, Thursday 

night dinner rides, some training opportunities, some shows and even a movie. Try to take 

advantage of as many of these events as possible. Not only will you have fun, but also it 

might even result in you having a nomination for Chester, or maybe even being nominated 

yourself.  

 
                                Max and Reneeõ Thomas 
                                                        Assistant Chapter Directors 

                                                    2009 Chapter Couple of the Year 



òRiders 

Educationó 

òMacó & Janice McGlothlin 

Chapter Educators 
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Crosswinds: ñHow To Deal With Themò 
Sooner or later you are going to wonder about how to handle severe crosswinds ï probably while fighting them. Sur-

prise, surprise you donôt have to do anything and the motorcycle will handle most crosswinds just find with only 

normal responses from you. There are a couple of things that you can do to make the experience less stressful, how-

ever. For example, you can quit white knuckling your grips. When you hold on tight you also tend to stiff arm your 

controls. That as weôve talked about before merely allows front-end instability to propagate into the rest of the mo-

torcycle .Relax your grips and droop your elbows. Allow your bike to be a bit unstable. Drive in the CENTER OF 

YOUR LANE. Lean forward and down to reduce your profile and snug up your jacket. What about traction? You 

neither gain nor lose any significant traction when the wind blows from your side unless you are in a curve.While 

you are leaned into the wind all of the weight of the bike remains on your tires { fancy that } and there is very little 

lateral force scrubbing that traction away. How much lean do you need? Whatever the bike dials in for you. Should 

you anticipate those gusts? Should you just respond quickly to a gust in order to remain in control and traveling in a 

straight line? No, and no. Your bike will NOT travel in a straight line. That is as long as you allow it to do its thing, 

your bike will be modestly blown off course with a gust and the result of that movement is EXACTLY the same as 
any other minor course change- you will need modest counter-steer input to correct it the CG of your bike will then 

be on the side the wind came from and the result is that it will lean towards the wind. [Anticipating wind-sheer IS 

important under a couple of scenarios: the approach of an oncoming large vehicle suggests that severe buffeting will 

occur when you pass it, and entering or exiting stretches protected from the wind such as tunnels or bridges with 

relatively high retaining walls. In these cases you will certainly want to position the bike away from the source of the 

wind-sheer and insure you maintain a firm grip.]Is a heavier bike less likely to be blown around than a lighter bike? 

Not necessarily. What is primarily determinant of how great the effect of a crosswind is on your bike is its profile. A 

garage door {Goldwing} will typically be more harshly affected by crosswinds than a lighter low profile bike. Can 

you mitigate some of that instability in any way? Yes. There are cowling additions that can be designed {some are 

available off the shelf- called óbelly pansò} that streamline the airflow under your bike and help {modestly} to re-

duce crosswind handling problems. Your side profile area is what determines how your motorcycle reacts to cross-

winds. Just as there is a Center of Gravity, there is also a Center of wind resistance. If that center of wind resistance 

is in front of your Center of Gravity then crosswinds will tend to push you off course while if it is behind your Cen-

ter of Gravity the motorcycle will try to steer INTO the wind. Thus, mounting a high profile LIGHT object {a stuffed 

animal, for example} onto your trunk lid or your pillion can have a dramatically corrective effect rather than worsen 

the bikeôs steering reaction to those crosswinds. Crosswinds can be murder if you are leaned way over in a curve. 

Donôt if you can avoid it. As a result of a crosswind your bike will move off course and normal modest counter-steer 
will lean it into the wind. A strong gust will blow you out of track. So, correct your steering, gently, and keep going. 

I admit that sometimes a gust can be ferocious! I was on the Golden gate bridge once when a crosswind blew me into 

the adjacent lane! But the bike was in no danger of falling down and it was easy to get back in lane. Had the gust 

been a sustained blast I would have been leaned over nearly 45 degrees. It was not, thankfully.  

Noteé.there are TWO times when a gusty crosswind changes your bikeôs direction of travel: when it hits, and when 

it stops. Both require that you allow the bike to respond and use normal modest counter-steering. {When it quits you 

will be leaned over and, as a result, your bike will move towards where the wind WAS coming from until you 

straighten it up. If crosswinds involve huge short gusts, go park the bike. If the crosswinds are more sustained, 

pucker up and keep going. 

 

{James R Davis is a recognized expert in the field of Motorcycle Safety/Dynamics.} 

MASTER  

  218499 
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Every Member 

 Matters! 



                    MEMBER ENHANCEMENT  

   
     Just A Reminder, Membership Renewals Coming Due   

 

     May (Due Now)             June                           July                         

    Carlene Corley               Walter Donnell         Richard Ladd         

    Charles Dallas                Ric Green                  John Caccavale           

    Bill Morrison                  Harold Pedigo           Jimmy Dean 

    Connie Robison              Doris Thomas            Ken Ivey                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                       Fred McCullough                         

 
If youôre bound for Wing Ding 31 in Tulsa, OK, please mark your schedule to attend the International 

Couple of the Year Selection Process, which will be held at 1:30pm on Wednesday, July 1.  Alan and 

Carolyn Little , 2008 - 2009 Region ñNò Couple of the Year, will be participating as candidates for GWRRA 

2009-2010 International Couple of the Year.  They have done an excellent job at representing and traveling 

throughout Region N over the past year.  Please give them your full support, as they proudly represent our 

five state Appalachian Region.   

 

Updating Personal Information at the Home Office 

If you have moved, have a new email address, or a new telephone number, you need to up-

date this information at Home Office. This information was once taken care of by your 

Chapter, District and Region Membership Enhancement Coordinators. It is now neces-

sary for each individual Member to update his/her own personal information.  

                     Mary Ann Grazier,  Member Enhancement Coordinator 
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Arnold & Colleen Edgell  
Dinner Ride Coordinators  

 

 
June Thursday Night Dinner Rides  

     
    June 4 th�������6�O�R�D�Q�¶�V���0�R�W�R�U���&�\�F�O�H���	���$�7�9���6�X�S�H�U 
                    Center, Customer Appreciation Nite  
 
    June 11 th

,  Parking Lot Practice and Ice Cream  
                       Run, Murfreesboro, TN  
   

    June 18 th,  Bowling, Smyrna Bowling Alley,  
                       Smyrna, TN  
 
    June 25 th,  Parking Lot Practice and Ice Cream            
                       Run, Murfreesboro, TN  


