
DIRECTOR COMMENTS   

   òAwesomeó is the word 

that comes to mind when I 

think back over our activities 

since our last Newsletter.  

Our January Gathering was 

attended by 48 members and 

43 guests. Immediately after 

the Gathering, 18 of us de-

parted for the Annual G - 2 

Chapter Spaghetti Dinner to 

benefit St Judeõs Childrenõs 

Research Hospital, in Kodak, 

TN.  We had a great time, 

renewed a lot of friendships 

and made some new friends 

from other Chapters. And, 

we rescued the Tennessee 

District Traveling Plaque from 

the clutches of the òTermite 

Patroló . . . thatõs what G- 2 

calls their plaque chasing 

effort.  

  The following week, 8 of 

our members attended the 

Chapter òBó Chili Cook Off in 

Knoxville, TN.  We helped to 

liven up the event when an 

auction bidding duel, by Ed 

and Carolyn Jarrell, over a 

wooden game turned ugly.  

Neither one of them wanted 

the other to win the bid, and 

they got a little crazy  But, it 

all went for the kids, so it 

was worth it, and everyone 

had a ball cheering them on.   

  Our Chapter work session to 

build the Chapter Float, Mardi 

Gras masks and banner was a 

less than serious event, and 

along with a good time, we 

enjoyed some really good food.  

We had 33 members in atten-

dance at the Mardi Gras Ball 

Capers, had competitive en-

tries in each of the contests, 

won awards for the Largest 

Chapter in Attendance and 

Best Chapter Banner.  Thanks 

to all for your preparation and 

participation in the District 

Winter Event.  We were also 

awarded the 2008 Tennessee 

Shirley Burton Memorial Spirit 

Award for showing the most 

spirit, enthusiasm and partici-

pation in having FUN. The 

Saturday evening dance with 

Scooter Davis was a real 

blast.  Mac and Gorilla Tony 

have more moves on the dance 

floor, than a monkey can do 

on a 40 foot flagpole.  You 

really had to be there to see 

how much fun our folks en-

joyed that evening.   

  Dinner rides to Jasonõs Deli, 

Santa Fe Steakhouse, Loganõs 

Roadhouse, La Siesta Mexican 

Restaurant, and the group 

meal outings at Paris Landing 

seated 153 members and 8 

guests.  Over the past month 

weõve provided 53 visitors and 

visited Chapters A,N, D, K, 

B, G - 2, Z and H.  

  Based on our possession of 

the Tennessee District Travel-

ing Plaque, weõll undoubtedly  

host a large number of visitors 

at our February Gathering. 

Come early and give a hand 

where needed.  At 11:30, 

after our Gathering, we have 

scheduled an MFA/CPR/AED 

Training Class.  

  Horizons Training Program is 

scheduled for 28 February & 1 

March, in Lebanon, TN. The 

training is free and thereõs 

still some seats available for 

the class.    

  The Chapter Fun Day is 

scheduled for March 21st, in 

place of our regularly sched-

uled Chapter Gathering.  Plans 

are under way, and donations 

are beginning to come in now. 

Request that all donations be 

reported to us by phone or 

Email, so we may gauge the 

progress of the Fun Day.  

  òSpring Flingó is right around 

the corner.  Register now for 

a reduced registration fee and 

free admission to the 1940s 

show at the Majestic Theatre.                         

Riding season is approaching, 

so get those bikes & trailers 

ready to go.  Itõs all about 

the òRIDEó.                                                  
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Assistant  

Chapter Directors  

And Chapte
r òYó 

 2009 Couple of the 

Year  

Great Participation  

 
Although attendance was down at Mardi Gras Capers, the participation was up. Did you get a chance to see all of 

the Scrapbooks? I remember three years ago there were only 4 scrapbooks entered. There must have been 12 or 15 

entered this year. And didnôt Betsy do a great job on our scrapbook. What about the Mardi Gras Floats, Mardi Gras 

Table Centerpieces and the Mardi Gras Masks. It looked like a lot of Chapters  participated in all of the activities. 

Did you notice our Mardi Gras Banner? Didnôt Mary Ann do a great job on it? And thank you, thank you, thank you 

to all that helped on the float and the masks. It was truly a group effort. Chapter Y won the Shirley Burton Spirit 

Award, Largest Group in Attendance, Banner  Contest and brought home the 2009 Couple of the Year Traveling 

Plaque. All of these awards were great, but to me the best part of the event was when our entire chapter got together 

on the dance floor to the song ñWe are Familyò. What a great ending to a fantastic event. That ñgroup danceò was 

the highlight of the Mardi Gras Capers for me. It showed our Chapter Spirit and participation to everyone in the 

 attendance. If you missed this dance you missed a lot. Ask someone who was there what they thought about it. 

  

Speaking of participation, we will need everyoneôs participation for our fun day.  From gathering  donations, to 

working tables and games, to cooking and serving, to just greeting guest. We need  volunteers to work the poker 

tables on the poker run route. (See Max Thomas) We need volunteers to work the game tables. (See Jim Sterling) 

Help setting up the Door Prize tables and the Auction tables. (See Mary Ann Grazier) Help with Breakfast and 

Lunch. (See Colleen Edgell) We need cakes, cakes and more cakes for the cake walk. (See Betsy Malone) Help at 

the Registration table. (See Reneeô Thomas) Help with 50/50 and ticket sales. (See Bobbie Cunningham) These are 

just a few of the needs. There will be  something for everyone to participate in. It takes a lot of work to put on a fun 

day and raise money for St. Jude's. If you havenôt been contacted for an assignment, check with Ed or myself about 

what our needs are. Actually the entire chapter has an assignment right now, gathering donations for our auction and 

door prizes. Lets all get together to make this one of the best Fun Days ever. 

  

Donôt forget that Spring Fling is just around the corner. We are still looking for someone creative and artistic to 

work on the Airplane entry. We will be putting together groups for the Chapter Challenge and for the Best Dressed 

competitions. Reneeô and I will be competing in the District Couple of the Year selection and need the support of 

the entire Chapter. We want to see all of your smiling, supportive faces in the audience. 

  

If the above activities arenôt enough for you to participate in, well we have more. After our gathering we will have a 

medic first aid course. Charles Dallas and the ñretreadsò have several rides scheduled. We have our Thursday night 

dinner ride every Thursday night. We will be visiting other chapterôs gatherings as  often as possible, which amounts 

to several activities each week that you can be involved in. Want something to do this week, check your Chapter 

ñYò calendar in the newsletter. I promise there is something happening. 
 

  

                                                                         Max & Reneeõ Thomas 

                                     Assistant Chapter Directors 



òRiders 

Educationó 

òMacó & Janice McGlothlin 

Chapter Educators 
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    Hello, we hope everyone had a good time at Mardi Gras.  I know I did, especially at the dance.  I need 

to know how many members attended seminars at Mardi Gras, for the required monthly Riders Education 

Report.  I must turn in the report after our monthly gathering.  I will ask who attended seminars at the 

meeting next Saturday, or you can E-Mail the information to me at jmcg5035@bellsouth.net with your 

name and what seminars you attended. 
    

                                                             Excessive Tire Wear  

                                                             A list of causes  
 

Excessive tire wear, and/or cupping, is a problem that motorcyclists experience over time. Too often this 

is simply the result of failure to maintain proper tire pressure. However, this is far from a complete 

answer. 

 

Cupping is a phenomenon that is absolutely normal! Excessive cupping or excessive wear on one side of 

the tire as compared to the other is not. 

 

There are at least seven causes of cupping and/or uneven wear in the front tire other than tire air pressure:  

 

  1. Most roads are banked away from the center .Thus, if you ride vertical; the side of your tire closest to 

the center of the road wears more. 

 

  2. Yours tires scuff when you force a speed change with them. The rear tire scuffs when you accelerate 

and when you brake,  and, every time you ride in a direction other than straight ahead. Thus, it tends to 

have even cupping as compared to the front tire which scuffs when you brake but not when you accelerate. 

 

  3. While alignment is not usually a problem with motorcycles it can be.  

 

  4. Carrying an unevenly divided load, all your tools, jumper cables, etc in one saddlebag can result in 

your riding the bike other than vertical most of the time. 

 

  5. Setting your TRAC [anti-dive] unequally can easily cause uneven tire wear. 

 

  6. If one of your shocks is defective you will experience uneven tire wear. 

 

  7. Excessive use of the front brake will result in excessive cupping. 

               

 

By: James R Davis   

 

(James R Davis is a recognized expert witness in the fields of  Motorcycle Safety/Dynamics) 
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Dinner Ride Activities  
We ride to eat, We eat to ride, and we have a 

great time.  Come join us.  Chapter òYó has on 

an average of 20 to 25 members attending our 

Thursday night dinner ride.  Spring is just 

around the corner, and another riding season is 

beginning.  So, dust off your bikes, check your 

brakes and riding gear, clean off your rearview 

mirrors and lets go put the ride back into 

òdinner rideó 

 

We ride for at least 45 minutes to eat on 

Thursday nights during the riding season.  If 

you know of a restaurant within that riding time 

frame, and you would like to introduce it to the 

Chapter, please let us know.  Weõre always look-

ing for a new eating experience.  

 

Please e-mail or call me , so that we have a head 

count for each dinner ride.  I have called for 

reservations for 20 because this was my head 

count, and we had a fantastic amount of 35.  

We are glad to see such a good turn out and so 

far the restaurants have accommodated us.  It 

has become necessary that we call the restau-

rants by noon on Thursday and inform them of 

how many of us will be attending.  We want to 

make sure that we can all be seated together.  

Thanks in advance for everyoneõs cooperation. 

 

                     

  

 
 

 

Since our last news letter we have dined at  

Jasonõs Deli, with 26 members and 3 guests 

attending; Santa Fe Steakhouse, with 36  

members and 1 guest; Loganõs Roadhouse, with 

27 members and 1 guest; LaSiesta, with 17 

members and 2 guests, and Bar -B-Cutie, with 

20 members and 1 guest.  Weõve experienced 

some great evening fellowship and fun during 

our Thursday night dinner rides . . . And 

some good food.   

 

Thursday Night  Dinner Rides  

    
   Feb 19 
   Mimiôs Restaurant (Mardi Gras) 
   Murfreesboro, TN  
   (Must RSVP to Colleen)  
 
   Feb 26 
   PJôs Fine Swine 
   Woodbury, TN  
   (Must order rib plates in advance)  
 
   Mar 5 
   Kellerôs Restaurant 
   Castilian Springs, TN  
 
   Mar 12 
   Monellôs Restaurant 
   Gallatin, TN  
 
   Mar 19 
   Daily Buffet  
   Murfreesboro, TN  
 
   Mar 26 
  J & G Steakhouse  
   Manchester, TN  
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Arnold & Colleen Edgell  
Dinner Ride Coordinators  
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