
DIRECTOR COMMENTS   

Since our last edition,our 

members have once again 

been busy, amidst summer 

activities and vacations.   

The Chapter Q Panty Run 

and the Chapter K Picnic 

in the Park, have provided 

us with fun events and 

enjoyable visits to these 

chapters.  Our Breakfast, 

Lunch, Dinner and DQ 

Rides have seated 153 

members, and  included a 

number of area restau-

rants, our Wendyõs 

òAppreciationó Night, the 

Murfreesboro DQs, and 

the Chapter Cookout at 

Jeff  & Teresa Hillõs 

home.  We have provided 

24 visitors to other chap-

ters in Middle Tennessee.  

Our July Gathering was 

attended by 57 members 

and guests, with an imme-

diate departure to Chap-

ter Qõs event following our 

gathering.  Chapter mem-

bers have attended the 

Illinois and Kentucky Dis-

trict Rallies, and made 

their presence well known, 

by our participation and 

awards earned.   

With the year over half 

over (can you believe it), 

weõre looking forward to 

some enjoyable activities 

and great rides...our ride 

to Randyõs in Trenton, GA 

this weekend; Wings Over 

Smokies (the NC District 

Rally); Tennessee District 

Picnic; Wings Across Ten-

nessee Overnight Ride; and 

the Joint Chapter Fall 

Color Ride to Sweetwater 

at the end of October.  

Speaking of the Fall 

Sweetwater Ride, if you 

plan to attend you may 

want to book your reserva-

tions at the Magnuson Ho-

tel.  We understand there 

is a lot of interest from 

other chapters in this 

event and rooms may be 

going fast.  Call 800 - 647 -

3529 to book your reser-

vations and mention that 

youõre part of the Goldwing 

Group for that weekend.  

Motorcycle sales are up, 

due to the energy concerns 

of the public, and we are 

seeing more cycles on the 

roadways.  Many of these 

riders are inexperienced 

and may not know the rid-

ing etiquette and safety 

measures that we have 

come to take as second 

nature, as we ride.  As we 

encounter these riders who 

are new to the motorcy-

cling community, speak to 

them about safety and 

attending rider education 

courses to sharpen their 

skills and teach them to 

ride defensively.  And, you 

may come in contact with 

motorcyclists who are can-

didates for GWRRA mem-

bership in GWRRA and our 

Chapter.  

Sloanõs has conducted their 

last customer appreciation 

night for the summer.  

They appreciated our sup-

port of these events.   

Thanks to everyone for 

their contributions and 

participation in our chapter 

activities and events.  All 

of us working together is 

the key ingredient to a 

Chapterõs success and we 

sincerely òthankó  everyone 

for their support.  
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     Do You Know the Answers?  
 

A popular local radio show many days ends their program by going over a group of statements or punch 
lines and saying ñIf you had been with us earlier you would have understood all of these.ò  I got to thinking 
about this and the same is true with our Chapter. ñIf you had been with us on this ride or that ride or at a 
particular event you would understand these comments. Letôs see how many you know the answers to. 

 
 

1) What does everyone think Ed is thinking when he is riding at night at the front of the group with all his 
lights on?  

 
 

2) Which Chapter member has had Valkyrie Envy?  
 
 

3) Which Chapter member likes to run extra fuel through their engine by keeping the choke on for 25 or 30 
miles?  

 
 

4) Who has arachnophobia real bad?  
 
 

5) Which Chapter member was ñreally enjoying the curvesò until brought back to reality by some deer. 
 
 

6) Which Chapter member decided that doing your own major bike repair and maintenance might not have 
been the best idea?  

 
  

7) Which Chapter member has recently experienced a fish Pedicure?  
 
 

8) Which Chapter member carries the largest Drink cup on rides?  
 
 

9) Which Chapter member recently won an escapade trailer?  
 
 

10) How many Goldwingers does it take to run Dairy Queen out of frozen  soft serve ice cream?  
 
 

11) Which Chapter member has a new windshield due to running out of toothpicks?  
 
 

12) How many Chapter members can you name with new rides in the past 3 months?  
 
 

If you had been with us at some of our events this last month you would know the answers to these ques-
tions and many more. See what you have been missing. Donôt you really want to know the answer to ques-
tion #1, #3, #4, and #7? You will be surprised to know that the member in question # 7 is a man. If you donôt 
know the answers to these questions, well you wonôt find them in the newsletter. You will have to ask some 

of the members that went to the different events . We may give out some of the answers at our gathering. So 

I know you really donôt want to miss that. Now we know that you want to know the answers to questions 
like these in the future. Make sure you join us for our rides, gatherings and events so you can understand 
and appreciate the answers to questions like these. There is nothing like being there to fully appreciate the 
answers to these types of questions.  

 
      

                        Max and Reneeõ Thomas 

                        Assistant Chapter Directors  
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ñSummer is here in Middle Tennesseeò 

 
Where is this summer going?  Toni Ann and I have been very busy this month.  We have  
many fires burning and many miles clicking away under our feet.  She has been working  
hard to prepare our home for all the showing we are expecting as we look once more to 
move to Murfreesboro; putting our home in Franklin on the market.  I have been traveling 
with work and in the last month have traveled to Pennsylvania, Louisiana, Georgia, and 
Florida.  Many of these trips called for me to be away over the weekend.  All of these trips 
would have been even better if I could have taken the GoldWing, but that was not an op-
tion for these trips.  We miss attending the dinner rides and lately even the monthly gath-
ering.   Please know that we are there in spirit and that I am excited that you are enjoying 
thefellowship of each others company.  
 
 
I hope all of our friends are enjoying this summer riding season; getting their fill of the 
open highway, building friendships and growing as a GWRRA family.  
 
Iôm so Excited!! 
 
                   

                 Tony and Toni Ann 

                Assistant Chapter Directors  
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Aug 9, 2:06 PM EDT  
Motorcycle fatalities in Tennessee increasing  
  
  
CLARKSVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Fatal motorcycle accidents are increasing statewide, corresponding with a 
rise in the number of people being issued motorcycle licenses.  According to the Tennessee Department of 
Safety, the number of motorcycle licenses increased statewide about 5 percent each year between 2003 
and 2006. Also increasing were the number of motorcycle -related fatalities - from 88 in 2003 to 140 in 
2006.   Capt. Gary Perry of Montgomery County EMS said fatalities might decrease if motorcycle riders 
were properly trained before buying a bike. "Anytime you have training, it's going to be a benefit to you," 
Perry said. Motorcycle accidents tend to be more serious because of lack of protection.   "We notice an in-
crease in the severity of the injuries, even if it's a mild wreck on a motorcycle," Perry said. "A lot of patients 
who have been in a motorcycle wreck - we try to get out of here and fly to Vanderbilt (University Medical 
Center in Nashville) and get them to a Level 1 trauma center because of head trauma."   Tia Keese of Apple-
ton Harley -Davidson said the beginning of the year looked bleak for motorcycle sales, as the economy 
slumped nationwide. "We felt the squeeze at the beginning of this year - Fort Campbell deployed, and they 
are our bread and butter," Keese said. But when spring hit, everything changed.   "It's got to be the fuel 
cost," Keese said. "Sales started running rampant in the spring." Charles Matheson, a motorcyclist for six 
years, said there are several reasons he went from four wheels to two, including the reduced cost of 
gas.   "An added incentive ... was the drop in insurance," Matheson said. "I paid more  annually to insure 
my full -size pickup than I do to insure my motorcycle."  



òRiders 

Educationó 

John òMacó & Janice McGlothlin 

Chapter Educators 
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Crashes are not rare events . . . particularly among beginning motorcycle riders.  One out of every five motorcycle 

crashes result in head or neck injuries.  Head injuries are just as severe as neck injuries -  and far more common.  

Crash analyses show that head and neck injuries account for a majority of serious and fatal  injuries to motorcyclists.  

Research also shows that, with few exceptions, head and neck injuries are reduced by the proper wearing an an ap-

�S�U�R�Y�H���K�H�O�P�H�W�������6�R�P�H���U�L�G�H�U�V���G�R�Q�¶�W���Z�H�D�U���K�H�O�P�H�W�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���W�K�L�Q�N���K�H�O�P�H�W�V���Z�L�O�O���O�L�P�L�W���W�K�H�L�U���Y�L�H�Z���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�G�H�V�������2�W�K�H�U�V��
wear helmets only on long trips or when riding at high speeds.  

 

Here are some facts to consider: 

 

  1.  An approved helmet lets you see as far to the sides as necessary.  A study of more than 900 motorcycle crashes, 

where 40 percent of the riders wore helmets, did not find even one case in  which a helmet kept a rider from spotting 

danger. 

 

  2.  Most crashes happen on short trips (less that five miles long), and just a few moments after starting out. 

 

  3.  Most riders are riding slower than 30 miles per hour when a crash occurs.  At these speeds, helmets can cut both 

the number and the severity of head injuries by half. 

 

  4. No matter what the speed, helmeted riders are three time more likely to survive head injures than those not wear-

ing helmets at the time of the crash..   

 

   5.  HELMET SELECTION:  There are two primary types of helmets, providing two different levels of coverage:  

three-quarter and full face.  Whichever style you choose, you can get the most protection by making sure that the 

helmet meets U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) and state standards.  (Helmets with a label from the Snell 

Memorial. Foundation give you an added assurance of quality.) 

 

   Insure the helmet fits snugly, all the way around. 

 

   Make sure that the helmet has no obvious defects such as cracks, loose padding or frayed straps. 

  

Whatever helmet you decide on, keep it securely fastened on your head when you ride.  Otherwise, if you are in-

�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���D���F�U�D�V�K�����L�W�¶�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���I�O�\���R�I�I���R�I���\�R�X�U���K�H�D�G�����E�H�I�R�U�H���L�W���J�H�W�V���D���F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���\�R�X�� 


